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FEED  COSTS  OF  FIlODUCIlJq  YDliNG  RABBITS  TO  IvBANING  AGE 

By  Chas.  ji..,  Kellogg,  Biologist,  Fur  Resources 
Division  of  Viildlife  Research 


liar  conditions  have  made  it  practically  irup(3ssible  for  rabbit  raisers 
to  obtain  protein  supplements.  In  many  cases  an.   adequate  supply  of  cereal  grains 
is  not  available.   Because  of  these  circu^tistances  information  obtained  as  the 
result  of  studies  conducted  at  the  United  States  Rabbit  Experiment  Station  some 
years  ago  is  pertinent  to  the  present  emergency.  The  experiments  covered  a 
period  of  2  years  and  the  rribbits  used  x\'cre  NwViT  2ealands,  both  red  and  white,  of 
good  average  breeding,  not  selected  for  exceptional  producing  ability.   They  were  ■ 
fed  first-class  alfalfa  hay  and  a  concentrated  mixture  of  2  parts  rolled  oats,  1 
part  bran,  :ind  1  part  rolled  barley,  with  a  s.mal.l  amount  of  minerals.   Some  groups 
wore  supplied,  in  addition,  either  cod- liver  oil  or  yeast.  The  rabbits  wore  given 
aLl  the  hay  they  could  consume  re.-tdily,  a  c^uantity  that  constituted  from  63  to  71 
percent  of  the  total  ration.  More  recent  studies  indicate  that  this  high  con- 
sumption of  hay  is  due  to  the  rabbit's  need  of  more  protein  than  is  contained  in 
these  particular  concentrates.   A  small  quantity  of  green  feed  was  supplied  in 
season.  Laoer  tests  at  the  station  demonstrated  that  supplements  of  cod- liver 
oil  or  yeast  do  not  improve  a  basic  ration  composed  of  good  quality  cereal 
grains  and  alfali'a  hay. 

The  equiv.-ilent  of  90.6  does  produced  in  one  year  1,540  rabbits  that  at  the 
time  of  weaning,  or  v/hen  they  ,were  approximately  60  days  of  ige,  weighed  5,367 
pounds.   Fartly  grown  litters  at  the  beginning  of  the  experiments  and  those  not 
yet  60  days  of  age  at  the  end  brought  the  total  to  5,73^  pounds,  or  an  average 
production  for  the  year  for  each  doe  of  young  that  totaled  63.2  pounds. 
The  does  were  bred  to  produce  4  litters  a  year,  but,  of  course,  this  number  T^ras 
not  obtained  in  every  cnse.   It  v/;is  found  that  for  each  pound,  live  i-'eight,  of  youn^ 
it  required  5.3  pounds  of  feed,  including  both  that  fed  the  does  for  the  entire 
year  and  that  given  all  of  the  young  until  they  averaged  60  days  old. 


NOTE:   Thj.s  leai'let  supersedes  Biological  Purvey  leaflet  Bi-1294  and  Wild- 
life Resc^arch  :ind  ivianagemont  Leaflet  BS-21,  issued  in  August  1933  and  October 
1935  respectively,  by  the  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey  under  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 


^  ^1        K^e^H  on  T,hes--  findings,   shcjws  feed  OSg^B  under 
varying  price  oonaitions.     Fol^om  ng  iro  ^..^^  j,.^  ^.^^^ 

^  ?fxl::  JSLrSLrSl^e^^lu^  lie^dod  ..  t.e  pri=e.  per  c.t..  o? 
his  concontratos. 

Xf  the  average  nu^.r  or^pougs  or  young  J^^-;:^^,-:/-^ro.1o::f 

"ri'L-^nfa"  ra"     d     r^hoS;  r^duc:  loO  pouSd.  or  .ore  of,60  day^old  young 
IS  l>.3S,nca.  ^^^''J-fJ'  I       ^^  practiced  and  when  ■onll.dteo  protein  sufpleaent 
L^'-vy  bl..  ;f 'u^d  "nSrni'oonditions.      Consequently,  the  unit  cost  .111 
IS  <.v  .1^  Di^    .o  uuu  ^-i,.ect  nroDortion  to  the  incre-.sed  pounds  oi   live 

decreasea     ^<-^J^^^  doertheSelves  and  the  extra  young  rabbits  ent^ 
:Sf L:r Horfr^^id^^aj^s  o.  the  i^^^^ 

^S:r^lSl^?Srr"nd:al::  ir;;e;y  .^Tp^siblc  to  increase  the  aver- 

age  nuTiibcr  of   pounds  of  v;e,med  young  proaucea  in  .  year  by  eacn  aou. 

He  should  keep  in  inind  .also  that  the  costs   shoim  in  the   accompanying 
t.bi.^re  feed  costs  only,   and  should  not  rariku  the  .Astake  of  figuring 
^^  I-;:  lA.lt  fron  this  t-ble.     Other  iiaport ant  items  of  expense  ir.clude 
iSor'\^ere;tf  :quW,   and  depreciation,  .hich  probably  vary  .ith  .ach 
establishment. 
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